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PPS RECORDS FOR 
16-17 LUONGO MEMORIAL SQUARE 

 
PLAT 29, LOT 25 

 
Also known as: 16-17 Decatur Square (1909-1939) 

 
ANDREAS J. STAHL HOUSE 

Built 1909 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
The house is a 3½-story, end-gable triple decker, clad in clapboard.  The front (north) 
elevation abuts the sidewalk and is two bays wide with a three-story projecting window 
bay on the left.  On the right is a two door front entryway and porch with identical 
porches on the upper stories, each accessed by one door.  The east elevation has a 
three-story projecting window bay. The house has simple wood window and door trim 
with a brick foundation.   
 
The house stands on a 4,022 sq. ft. lot on the south side of the Thomas S. and Vincent 
Luongo Memorial Square, near the junction of Carpenter and West Fountain Streets.  
The lot has about 40.1 feet of frontage and measures 100 feet deep.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
Andreas J. Stahl, a merchant tailor with the family business at 342 Weybosset Street, 
purchased a lot of land with buildings in 1901 from the heirs of Magdelina Rebholtz.  
Andreas, aka Andrew, and his family members occcupied the property.  Eight years 
later, on June 15, 1909,  he filed an intent to build a new, three tenement house, naming 
J.D. Baldwin as the builder.  At that time, there were three buildings on the lot.  Two 
were demolished and the third one moved to a new location at the rear of the property 
to make room for the new three-family house at #16 that was built for rental income 
purposes.    (Members of the Stahl family occupied the rear house for ten years while 
they maintained ownership.  The following occupant owner, Giovanni (John) Torti, also 
occupied the rear house while renting out the tenement flats at #16.) 
 
Throughout the first half the twentieth century, the occupants of #16 were working class 
immigrants including tailors, toolmakers, watchmen, ice cream makers, salesmen, 
silversmiths, clerks, laborers, and dressmakers. 1 
 
In 1940, Decatur Square was renamed the Thomas S. and Vincent Luongo Memorial 
Square. 
 

 
1 From PPS Revolving Fund National Register Certification Application Part I. 
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DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:2 
 
For more than two centuries after Providence was first settled in 1636, most 
development was concentrated on the east and west sides of the Providence River.  
While several principal roads leading from the original settlement area to points west 
were constructed in the early 18th century (including Westminster Street by 1714, and 
Cranston Street by 1717), very little development followed.  (An exception was the tiny 
residential enclave at Hoyle Square, at the intersection of Westminster and Cranston 
Streets, established 1739.)  Today’s West End neighborhood, several miles west of the 
settled area of town, was rural until the middle of the 19th century, characterized 
principally by large farms and country estates. 
 
By 1835, extensive urbanization of the West End was underway, concentrated in the 
area between Broadway (laid out in 1834) and Cranston Street.  Carpenter Street, 
settled mostly by the city’s rapidly growing middle class, was among the mostly densely 
developed of the new streets in this area by mid-century.   
 
Between 1860 and 1930 the entire West End neighborhood became a densely built and 
populated residential enclave.  This change coincided with a period in Providence’s 
history that saw unprecedented levels of industrial production and economic prosperity, 
huge increases in population (much of it from foreign immigration), an expansion of the 
city’s physical size, significant improvements in public transportation and utilities, and a 
building boom in new construction. 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing building within the 
Broadway-Armory Historic District.  The inventory in the National Register nomination 
identifies the house at 16-17 Decatur Square as “House ca 1880.”  
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate XV shows the future site of 16-17 Luongo Memorial Square lies on a parcel of 
land identified as “William Richmond, 15 acres Part of the Homestead Farm of 
Ebenezer Dexter.”  The parcel lies north of “Plainfield or Great Post Road” (Westminster 
Street,) east of Whitman Lane (Knight Street) and west of Williams Lane (Battey Street.) 
  
1834:  “Plat of Part of William E. Richmond’s Knight Farm Estate,” surveyed and platted 
March 1834 by Samuel B. Cushing and recorded April 19, 1834 in Plat Book 1, Page 11 
(copied on card 4.)  The map is bounded by Carpenter Street on the north, Battey Street 

                                                      
2 Sanderson, Edward F. and William McKenzie Woodward.  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic 
Resources (Providence, 1986), pp. 37-39; Broadway-Armory Historic District National Register 
nomination. 
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on the east, High (Westminster) on the south, and Love Lane (Knight) on the west.  The 
map also shows the block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, Battey Street on 
the east, Washington Street on the south, Knight Street on the west, and Carpenter 
Street on the northwest.  Lot #24, the fourth lot east of the junction of Carpenter and 
Fountain Streets, measures 40 feet by 100 feet.  Recorder of Deeds 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page C#2 (14).  The map shows an 
irregular-shaped block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, Battery Street on the 
east, Washington Street on the south, Knight Street on the west, and Carpenter Street 
on the northwest.  There is one house built on the fourth lot east of the junction of 
Carpenter and Fountain Streets. 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 3 (Ward 7):  Plate C 
shows an irregular-shaped block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, an unnamed 
alley (later Whittaker Street) on the east, Washington Street on the south, Knight Street 
on the west, and Carpenter Street on the northwest.  There is one wood frame house 
built on the fourth lot east of the junction of Carpenter and Fountain Streets.  Mrs. M. 
Rebholtz owns 420 Fountain Street, Lot #24, containing 4,022 sq. ft.  The block and 
area are developed with water and sewer on the streets.  Reference to Knight’s Farm 
Plat.      
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co: Plate 14 shows an 
irregular-shaped block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, an unnamed alley 
(later Whittaker Street) on the east, Washington Street on the south, Knight Street on 
the west, and Carpenter Street on the northwest.  There are two wood frame houses 
built side by side on the fourth lot east of the junction of Carpenter and Fountain Streets.  
Mrs. M. Rebholtz is identified as the owner.  There is no house number or lot number.  
The block and area are developed with water and sewer on the streets.  Reference to 
Knight’s Farm Plat.      
    
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards: Plate 10 shows an  
irregular-shaped block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, Whittaker Street on the 
east, Washington Street on the south, Knight Street on the west, and Carpenter Street 
on the northwest.  There are two wood frame houses built side by side on the fourth lot 
east of the junction of Carpenter and Fountain Streets, containing 4,022 sq. ft.  The 
house on the western side of the lot is identified as 16 Richmond Square and the house 
on the eastern side of the lot is identified as 17 Richmond Square.   No owner is 
identified.  The area is developed, with water and sewer on the streets.  There is a 
streetcar line of Westminster Street and Broadway.  
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 29 shows an irregular-shaped block bounded by 
Fountain Street on the north, Whittaker Street on the east, Washington Street on the 
south, Knight Street on the west, and Carpenter Street on the northwest.  Lot #25 
containing 4,022 sq. ft. is the fourth lot east of the junction of Carpenter and Fountain 
Streets.  No street numbers or buildings are shown on this map.    
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1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co: Plate 3 shows an irregular-
shaped block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, Whittaker Street on the east, 
Washington Street on the south, Knight Street on the west, and Carpenter Street on the 
northwest.  There are three wood frame houses built on the fourth lot east of the 
junction of Carpenter and Fountain Streets, containing 4,022 sq. ft.   Two houses are 
built side by side in the front on the northern boundary and in the rear, a third house 
built on the eastern boundary in the middle of the lot.  A. J. Stahl is identified as the 
owner of 16, 17 Decatur Square.  The area is developed, with water and sewer on the 
streets.  There is a streetcar line of Westminster Street and Broadway. 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co: Plate 8 shows an irregular-
shaped block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, Whittaker Street on the east, 
Washington Street on the south, Knight Street on the west, and Carpenter Street on the 
northwest.  There are two frame houses built on fourth lot east of the junction of 
Carpenter and Fountain Streets, containing 4,022 sq. ft.  J. Stahl is identified as the 
owner of #16 Decatur Square.  The houses on the lot have been reconfigured since the 
1908 map.  The houses are now centered between the lot lines, with a larger house on 
the northern lot line and a smaller house in the rear.  The area is developed, with water 
and sewer on the streets.  There is a streetcar line of Westminster Street and 
Broadway.  Reference to Knight Farm Estate. 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co: Plate 8 shows an irregular-
shaped block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, Whittaker Street on the east, 
Washington Street on the south, Knight Street on the west, and Carpenter Street on the 
northwest.  There are two frame houses built on the fourth lot east of the junction of 
Carpenter and Fountain Streets, containing 4,022 sq. ft.  John Torti is identified as the 
owner of #16, 17 Decatur Square. The area is developed, with water and sewer on the 
streets.  There is a streetcar line of Westminster Street and Broadway.  Reference to 
Knight Farm Estate. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co: Plate 8 shows an irregular-
shaped block bounded by Fountain Street on the north, Whittaker Street on the east, 
Washington Street on the south, Knight Street on the west, and Carpenter Street on the 
northwest.  There are two frame houses built on fourth lot east of the junction of 
Carpenter and Fountain Streets, containing 4,022 sq. ft.  J. Torti is identified as the 
owner of #16, 17 Decatur Square.  The area is developed, with water and sewer on the 
streets.  There is a streetcar line of Westminster Street.  Reference to Knight Farm 
Estate. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 440/882:  On July 8, 1901, the heirs of Magdelina Reboltz sold to Andreas 
J. Stahl, of Providence, a certain lot of land with all the buildings and improvements 
thereon situated on the southerly side of and adjoining Fountain Street, bounded 
northerly on Fountain Street 40 feet and holding that width, extending back southerly 
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100 feet bounding easterly on land of John W. Smith and southerly on land of Pardon 
Angell and westerly on land of Benjamin F. Hayward.   
 
Deed Book 550/88:  On December 21, 1914, Andreas J. Stahl of Providence conveyed 
the property to John Stahl of East Providence subject to a $4,000 mortgage of record.  
The deed also states that A. J. Stahl is an unmarried man. 
 
Deed Book 576/272:  On July 18, 1918, Antonia M. Stahl, Elizabeth Stahl, and Christina 
J. O’Reilly, all of East Providence and the heirs to the late John Stahl of East 
Providence, conveyed the property to John Torti of Providence. 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
June 15, 1909:  Intent to Build #19612 states that A. J. Stahl, per J. D. Baldwin, builder, 
applied for a permit to build a new wood, 3-story dwelling at #16 Decatur Square to 
contain three tenements.  The formal record #713 further states the estimated cost to 
build was $5,000. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937.  The following entries demonstrate that prior to the triple decker’s construction in 
1909, the Stahl family lived in #16 Decatur Square.  This house was either demolished 
or removed to the rear of the property, at which time the owner’s family lived in the rear 
house while renting the three-family triple decker at 16 Decatur Square. 
 
1902 - 1909: Andrew J. Stahl, tailor, lived at 16 Decatur Square. 
 Mary A. Stahl, widow, lived at 16 Decatur Square. 
 (as well as other family members at one time or another.) 
 
1910 - 1918: Andrew J. Stahl, (Stahl Bros.,) lived at 16-1/2 Decatur Square. 
 Mary A. Stahl, widow, lived at 16-1/2  Decatur Square. 
 (as well as other family members at one time or another.) 
 
1919: Andrew J. Stahl, (Stahl Bros.,) lived at 16-1/2 Decatur Square. 
 Giovanne Torti, tailor, lived at 16-1/2 Decatur Square. 
 
1920:  Giovanne Torti, tailor, lived at 16-1/2 Decatur Square. 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
Chain of Title Cards were missing. 
 
Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow 
July 2007 
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